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Executive summary

This paper examines how the mainstream media contributes to or mitigates the impact of terrorism by 
comparing the reporting of terrorist incidents in different countries and regions in different languages. 

It contrasts how terrorism is framed in three countries (Egypt, France and the United Kingdom) that 
have experienced a high number of terrorist attacks, and in three languages (Arabic, French and 
English), to identify similarities and differences in framing. 

Two media outlets (a mainstream print publication and a mainstream broadcaster) and two events 
were selected for each case. The incidents chosen were the Paris and Nice attacks of 2015 and 2016, 
respectively, the London Bridge and Manchester Arena attacks of 2017, and the Metrojet and Al 
Rawdha mosque (Al Arish) attacks of 2015 and 2017, respectively. 
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• Communication is a fundamental aspect of terrorist 
strategy and terror groups aim to achieve effects not 
only through their own communications but also by 
commanding the media’s attention. 

• How terrorist threats and incidents are framed by the me-
dia — what is and is not selected by reporters, how ter-
rorists are described, what news reports focus on — can 
have a major effect on the impact of terrorism. Media 
reporting that sensationalizes or promotes community di-
vision can amplify and extend terrorist threats, whereas 
responsible reporting can fulfill the public’s right to know 
about security threats without promoting the terrorists’ 
agenda.

• Reporting of the incidents in the three countries was of-
ten vivid and dramatic, with powerful and memorable 
details being selected to provide color, including mo-
ments of heroism. There was also a strong focus on the 
stories of victims, with impactful and sometimes emotive 
accounts of the life stories of those killed. 

• Characterisation of the perpetrators varied between 
publications and contexts: For example, one of the Brit-
ish outlets and both of the Arabic ones used normative 
language to describe the attackers, while the French 
publications and the British broadcaster used more neu-
tral language. Some of these framing decisions appear 
to be culturally specific (such as the Arabic media out-
lets’ use of terms such as ‘takfiri’ and ‘shahid’). 

• The Western outlets (especially the British newspaper) 
focused on questions over the foreseeability of the at-
tacks, sometimes with a critical tone, while the Arabic 
ones concentrated more on the actions of the authori-
ties in response. 

• In all cases, reports avoided editorializing, although most 
included analytical content via experts who were quot-
ed in reports, and all outlets sought to contextualize the 
attacks with reference to social issues, the backgrounds 
of the attackers or the response of the international 
community. 

• Across the board, Arabic publications included some 
material that was particularly weighted to local consid-
erations, and also aligned with the governments’ count-
er-extremism policies.

THE PAPER’S
KEY FINDINGS ARE:
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I. media organizations create guidelines (or adapt existing 
ones) to promote good practice in reporting terrorism, 
such as adopting neutral terms, focusing appropriately 
on the impact on victims and ensuring that terrorist 
propaganda is not recycled in news coverage; 

II. such guidelines should be supported by investment 
in training for journalists and editors on how to avoid 
amplification of terrorist content and produce  n.g 
content with the potential to have a negative social 
impact; 

III. news organizations, especially in the Middle East, 
develop their own journalistic and analytical resources 
and cultivate links to external sources of expertise to 
provide background, context and analysis to supplement 
factual reportage.

THE PAPER 
RECOMMENDS THAT:
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This paper examines how the mainstream media contrib-
utes to or mitigates the impact of terrorism by comparing 
the reporting of terrorist incidents in different countries and 
regions in different languages. It is important to under-
stand the relationship between the media and terrorism 
because, unlike most other forms of violence, terrorist vio-
lence depends on media coverage to amplify its effects. 

Terrorist groups aim to achieve things in the real world — by 
intimidating their enemies, and also by rallying supporters 
and spreading their message to potential recruits. But they 
can only do this by communicating through words, images 
and deeds. This has long been recognised by academics 
— and by the terrorists themselves, judging by the huge in-
vestment many extremist groups have made in their media 
operations. It is no coincidence the mastermind of the 9/11 
attacks in the United States, Khalid Sheikh Mohammed, 
was the head of Al Qaeda’s ‘Media Committee’. And writ-
ing to restrain the leader of Al Qaeda’s franchise in Iraq in 
2005, the group’s then deputy leader Ayman Al Zawahiri 
advised that “more than half of this battle is taking place 
in the battlefield of the media”.1

1 Andrew Glazzard and Alastair Reed, ‘The Battlefield of the Media: Reporting Terrorism in Conditions of Conflict and Political Repression’ (ICCT Report 2021).
2 See Charlie Winter, ‘The Virtual ‘Caliphate’: Understanding Islamic State’s Propaganda Strategy’ (Quilliam: 2015).
3 There are many academic studies of Daesh’s use of social media, but for more book-length studies see Jessica Stern and J.M. Berger, ISIS: The State of Terror (London: Harper Collins, 
2015) and Abdul-Bari Atwan, ISIS: The Digital Caliphate (London: Saqi Books, 2015).

Daesh produced vast quantities of media outputs and still runs 
media organizations,  including the Amaq news agency, the 
Al Bayan radio station and the Al Hayat media center in addi-
tion to magazines and newspapers in languages ranging from 
Russian to Turkish, and numerous regional media offices in its 
various so-called ‘wilayats’ (provinces).2  

Terrorist groups produce their own media, which may be con-
sumed directly by supporters and analysts, but to ensure their 
activities have an impact on populations and governments, 
they need to reach a wider public. For that they are depen-
dent on third-party media platforms and outlets, the most im-
portant of which are in the mainstream media.

Much attention has been paid to social media, given Daesh’s 
extraordinary success in using these channels (initially Twitter) 
for propaganda purposes.3 

1.0
INTRODUCTION
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But this attention has somewhat obscured the fact that, for 
most people, the understanding of what Daesh was and 
what it did came from newspapers and television. From the 
anarchists of the late 19th century, who pioneered the the-
ory of ‘propaganda of the deed’, to fundamentalists and 
extreme right-wing groups today, terrorists and mass me-
dia publications and channels have had a close and even 
symbiotic relationship.4 

The rise of mass-circulation newspapers in the 19th centu-
ry led terrorists to mount headline-grabbing violent attacks 
against monarchs, presidents and prime ministers; the age 
of TV saw terrorists develop what the Provisional IRA in the 
UK and Republic of Ireland called the ‘spectacular’: Large-
scale attacks that provided powerful, unforgettable visual 
images. The social media age has enabled terrorist groups 
to achieve outsize effects with i-Phones, Facebook Live and 
helmet-mounted video cameras.5 In other words, effective 
terrorist groups know how to reach the public, which tools 
are needed, and how best to use them.

Because terrorist groups rely on ‘the oxygen of publicity’, 
it might seem logical to try to cut off their air supply.6  

Various approaches to censorship by the state have been 
attempted but, especially in Western countries, these have 
never been successful. Aside from the ethics of censorship, 
journalists will always want to tell important stories and peo-
ple will always want to hear, see and read them. However, 
governments are understandably concerned that media 
coverage may serve to increase the threat from terrorism, 
inadvertently or in the drive for increased audiences, or to 
produce wider, harmful social effects. 

Academic research in this area has addressed three rele-
vant questions. First: Does media coverage make people 
more likely to become radicalized or join terrorist groups? 
The short answer to this is probably yes, but only up to a 
point. Radicalization and recruitment generally occurs 
through social networks, and media coverage may have 
an effect (perhaps a small one) on how strongly extremist 
ideas are transmitted socially.7 

4 ‘Propaganda of the deed’ was a term coined by the nineteenth-century Italian anarchist Enrico Malatesta to describe the technique of using violence to draw attention to a cause.
5 For example, terrorists began filming marauding attacks using body-mounted cameras in attacks in Lyon and Belgium in 2012, and Facebook Live, first used to film attacks in France 
in 2016, was most notoriously used by the perpetrator of the Christchurch massacres in 2019. For an excellent summary of the relationship between media technologies and terrorism, 
see Jason Burke, ‘Technology is terrorism’s most effective ally. It delivers a global audience’, The Guardian, 17 March 2019. 
6 ‘Oxygen of publicity’ was a term used by former British Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher to explain the UK’s introduction of broadcasting restrictions that prevented representatives 
of the Provisional IRA’s political wing, Sinn Fein, from speaking to the media. The resulting policy backfired when broadcasters discovered a loophole in the regulations which allowed 
them to use the words spoken by Sinn Fein representatives as long as they were dubbed by an actor. See Paul Wilkinson, ‘The media and terrorism: A reassessment’, Terrorism and 
political violence 9.2 (1997): 51-64.
7 This is known as social contagion theory. See Miranda Forsyth and Philip Gibbs, ‘Contagion of violence: The role of narratives, worldviews, mechanisms of transmission and contagion 
entrepreneurs’, International Journal for Crime, Justice and Social Democracy 9.2 (2020).
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What is more certain is that media cover-
age helps spread messages about terrorist 
causes more widely, and this sometimes 
leads to imitation — either by individuals 
who might become inspired by the exam-
ples of others, or by groups looking to de-
velop methods and techniques.8

Second: Does reporting of terrorism make 
social problems worse? Research clearly 
shows that coverage of terrorist attacks 
can lead to more negative sentiments to-
wards communities perceived to be rep-
resented by attackers, and high-profile 
attacks have occasionally led directly to 
retributive acts of violence.9

Third: Does media coverage increase the 
incentives for individuals and groups to use 
violence? There is no shortage of theoret-
ical studies that argue that extreme caus-
es require media attention that can only 
be achieved through extreme actions.10  
However, this is hard to prove categorical-
ly: Research examining the statistical cor-
relation between media coverage and 
terrorist violence has produced mixed re-
sults.11  

Media reporting, then, is a determinant 
of the impact of terrorism, even if there is 
uncertainty about the strength and opera-
tion of the relationship. Therefore, how ter-
rorist attacks are reported matters: Theo-
ries of the media suggest that how an issue 
is reported determines the way that issue is 
perceived. The important concept here is 
framing: The selection of material and the 
use of rhetoric to present a picture of an 
issue or event. 

Framing techniques include storytelling or 
narrative, metaphor, phraseology, sym-
bols, and comparisons/contrasts, and 
framing depends crucially on selection 
(what is included and what is omitted).12 

We can examine how terrorism is reported 
by examining the use of these techniques, 
and this in turn will help us understand the 
relationship between reporting the issue 
and its impact on populations and gov-
ernments.

This research paper compares how ter-
rorism is framed in three countries (Egypt, 
France and the United Kingdom) and in 
three languages (Arabic, French and En-
glish). The paper aims to identify similarities 
and differences in framing to explore the 
choices made by different publications in 
three very different contexts. This may then 
help us infer possible effects of the cover-
age on perceptions of terrorism in these 
contexts, although this research does not 
examine the reception of this coverage 
and therefore cannot demonstrate its ac-
tual effects. 

8 There are many examples of methodological imitation, such as suicide vehicle bombings against well-defended official buildings (pioneered by Hezbollah in Lebanon and later 
adopted by Al Qaeida). At an individual level, there are numerous cases of lone actors who have been inspired by terrorist propaganda but also some who were motivated, to an 
extent, by broader media coverage. For example, a 2017 attack on Muslim worshippers outside a mosque in London’s Finsbury Park was carried out by an individual apparently in 
response to a BBC drama documentary. See  Vikram Dodd, ‘How London mosque attacker became a terrorist in three weeks’, The Guardian, 1 February 2018.
9 Debasish Basu and Gagan Hans, ‘Social Impact of Terrorism and Extremism’, Social Psychiatry: Principles & Clinical Perspectives (2018).
10 Brigitte Nacos, for example, argues in Mass-Mediated Terrorism: Mainstream and Digital Media in Terrorism and Counterterrorism (Rowman & Littlefield: 2016) that terrorists use the 
media to gain public attention and hence recognition of grievances and demands. 
11 Paul S. Nelson and John L. Scott found that media coverage did not increase the incidence of terrorism (‘Terrorism and the media: An empirical analysis’, Defence and Peace 
Economics 3.4 (1992): 329-339), while Dominic Rohner and Bruno S. Frey (‘Blood and ink! The common- interest-game between terrorists and the media’, Public Choice 133 (2007): 
129-145) found that it did.
12 Gail Fairhurst and Robert Sarr, The Art of Framing (San Francisco: Jossey-Bass, 1996);  Dietram A.Scheufele, ‘Framing as a theory of media effects’, Journal of communication 49.1 
(1999): 103-122.
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The research for this paper combined 
a case study approach, selecting three 
countries that had experienced a high 
number of terrorist attacks but with the 
majority language being different in each. 
France, the UK and Egypt were selected 
because they fitted these criteria. 

In order to facilitate comparison within 
each country, two publications and two 
events were selected. The publications/
channels chosen were a mainstream print 
publication and a mainstream broadcast-
er; however, to facilitate swift data collec-
tion, the data source was the online plat-
form of the publication/channel. 

In order to identify a representative sam-
ple of articles for study, Google Search 
was used, with search terms designed to 
constrain results to near-contemporane-
ous reports on each incident. The first 10 
results were downloaded and analyzed. 
These decisions meant that the research 
is based on three languages, three coun-
tries, six incidents, six publications/chan-
nels and 120 articles. 

As the aim of the research was to identi-
fy framing choices, the articles were an-
alyzed qualitatively (by terrorism studies 
specialists from the Sawab Center fluent in 
the selected languages) but with the sup-
port of a corpus analysis tool that provid-
ed some supporting quantitative data on 
word and phrase choices across a large 
‘corpus’ (body of text). The tool chosen 
was AntConc as it is free to use and can 
handle both left-to-right and right-to-left 
scripts.13 The research team looked for lin-
guistic choices, such as how the events 
and the presumed perpetrators were de-
scribed, as well as broader features of 
framing such as narrative approach or the 
inclusion/exclusion of editorial comment.  

13 Laurence Anthony, AntConc (Version 4.2.0) [Computer Software]. Tokyo, Japan: Waseda University 2022. Available from https://www.laurenceanthony.net/software

1.1
METHOD
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France has been at the forefront of the 
escalation of the terrorist threat following 
the emergence of Daesh in 2013. 

A series of major terrorist attacks began 
with a marauding armed operation direct-
ed against the satirical magazine Charlie 
Hebdo in January 2015.

The two events selected for this study are 
two mass-casualty attacks that followed 
in 2015 and 2016. 

The November 2015 attacks in Paris, which 
killed 131 people, were the most serious in 
the country’s history and involved shooting 
and grenade assaults at several locations 
in the capital, including a concert venue 
where 90 people were killed. 

The other mass-casualty attack took place 
in Nice on Bastille Day (July 14) 2016 when 
a lone terrorist drove a 19-ton truck at pe-
destrians, killing 86. 

The publications/platforms selected for 
this study were Le Monde and France 24. 

Le Monde is one of France’s most presti-
gious broadsheet newspapers, known for 
the quality of its analysis as well as report-
ing. It has a well-established web pres-
ence (LeMonde.fr). 

France 24 is a satellite television channel 
aimed at the overseas market, broadcast-
ing in French, English, Arabic and Spanish. 
It is wholly owned by the French govern-
ment.  

2.0
FRENCH MEDIA
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Le Monde’s coverage of the Paris attacks 
focuses on providing detailed information 
on the locations and magnitude of the 
attacks, with a predominance of specif-
ic words/phrases translating as “terror at-
tacks”, “explosions”, “gunfire”, “mass casu-
alties”, and “deadly attacks”. 
It provides extensive information on the 
sites, symbolism of locations, nature of 
attacks, and methods used. One report 
details the attack in present tense. Le 
Monde’s reporting on the Nice attack 
highlighted the number of deaths and in-
juries, and the attacker’s actions. Words 
used to describe the event include “at-
tentat” (attack, strongly preferred to “at-
taque”), “carnage” and “meurtrier” (mur-
derous). 

The word “attentat” is the most frequent 
after “Nice”, the location of the attack. 

The coverage also highlights the attack-
ers, described as “terroristes”, “kamikazes” 
(suicide bombers) and “gunmen”. 

Information on their criminal background, 
origin and nationality is provided in depth. 

The attackers’ nationalities and back-
grounds were reported, but not their reli-
gion: “Islam” and cognate words are strik-
ingly absent from Le Monde’s coverage of 
the Paris attacks. In coverage of the Nice 
attack, “Islam” was mentioned five times 
in a specific context about the attacker’s 
religious beliefs, “Islamiste” was used only 
once and “Islamique” was used only to 
mention Daesh (“Etat Islamique”). 

The attacker’s name was among the most 
frequent words and phrases. 

He was described as a “terrorist” and his 
path into extremism was characterized as 
“very quickly radicalized”. He also was de-
scribed as “unstable”, “violent” and “not 
very religious” by people who knew him. 

In coverage of the Paris attacks there is 
also a focus on the role of the security forc-
es, with the two most frequent three-word 
phrases referring to France’s intelligence 
services, the articles noting that several 
attackers were known to the French au-
thorities. The government response, from 
the first policemen’s arrival to the end of 
the operation, was reported in detail. 

The political reaction to the attacks was 
discussed briefly, but the names of po-
litical leaders or their positions were not 
prominent in word frequency. 

Details about the investigation, motiva-
tions and background of the attacker 
were also prominent in the coverage of 
the Nice attack. The political reaction to 
the attack was briefly mentioned, with the 
president referring to the attack as “clear-
ly terrorist” and announcing the exten-
sion of the state of emergency for three 
months. The medical authorities’ response 
was extensively covered and described as 
“efficient and reactive”.

Le Monde gives significant attention to the 
victims and affected communities, devot-
ing considerable space in articles on both 
attacks to the names and backgrounds of 
those murdered. In coverage of the Nice 
attack, “victims” was among the 20 most 
frequent words, appearing before “terror-
ist”. Information on the victims’ reactions 
and attackers’ discussions with the victims 
also featured in coverage of the Paris at-
tacks.

2.1
LE MONDE COVERAGE
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The coverage of both incidents by France 
24 was neutral in tone, and the articles 
were concise and mostly factual. Several 
appeared to summarize broadcast con-
tent (interviews with witnesses or experts). 

The events were mainly referred to as “at-
taques” or “attentats”, with a preference 
for “attentat” over “attaque”. The Paris 
attackers were labeled as “Jihadist com-
mandos”, and the Nice attacker was de-
scribed most frequently as a “tueur” (killer) 
and “commando” or “pseudo comman-
do”. 

Coverage of the Nice attack focused on 
the attacker’s background and identity. 
Descriptions from police officers and those 
who knew the attacker included terms 
such as “unknown for terrorism or radi-
calization”, “not pious”, “violent with his 
wife”, “solitary” and “silent”. He was also 
described by these witnesses as a “terror-
ist” and “killer”. The attacker’s nationali-
ty (“Tunisian”) was mentioned less often 
than “terrorist” or “killer”. Details about the 
weapons used in the attack were also re-
ported. 

2.2
FRANCE 24 COVERAGE

  THE SIZE OF EACH WORD REPRESENTS THE FREQUENCY WITH WHICH IT APPEARS IN THE FRENCH MEDIA
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In coverage of the Paris attacks, “Islam” and 
“Islamic” were only used to mention the 
names of the terrorist groups such as Daesh 
(Islamic State) and Jaish Al Islam. Similarly, 
coverage of the Nice attack only mentioned 
“Islam” once in the context of the attacker’s 
radicalization process with the phrase “Islam 
radical”. “Islamique” appears rarely in articles 
on both incidents and “Islamist” not at all. 

Victims were portrayed as music lovers who 
were at the Bataclan concert or in the streets 
of Paris, and their nationalities were specified. 
The channel extensively covered the reactions 
of witnesses to the attacks. 

France 24 also gave significant attention to the 
government’s political response to the Paris at-
tacks, with terms such as “president”, “minister” 
and “nation” appearing more frequently than 
“terrorists” and “terrorism” according to word fre-
quency. The coverage also noted international 
support for France. 

The President’s description of the attacks as an 
“act of war” was reflected in the word frequen-
cy results, with “guerre” (war) being one of the 
most frequent terms in the articles, mentioned 21 
times.

KEYWORD FREQUENCY FRENCH MEDIA
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3.0
UNITED KINGDOM MEDIA
The UK has endured an elevated terrorist 
threat since the London Underground at-
tacks of 2005, with a particularly acute pe-
riod in mid-2017 when three mass-casualty 
operations occurred within a three-month 
period. 

Two of these events were selected for the 
UK case study: The Manchester Arena 
attack of May 22, 2017, when a suicide 
bomber killed 22 people at a concert 
venue, and the London Bridge attack of 
June 3, 2017, when three attackers killed 
eight people in a vehicle ramming at-
tack on London Bridge followed by a knife 
rampage in the crowded Borough Market 
area of London. 

Both incidents received copious media 
coverage worldwide, and were the focus 
of intensive reporting in the British press for 
many weeks afterwards.

The channel/publication selected for the 
study were BBC News and the Daily Mail. 
The BBC is one of the world’s leading pub-
lic service broadcasters, funded by public 
money and governed by a Royal Charter 
but politically and editorially independent 
of the British government. 

BBC News is the world’s largest broadcast 
media operation and covers numerous 
TV and radio channels, as well as the BBC 
News website, which is the world’s most 
visited mainstream news website, receiv-
ing over a billion monthly visits as of 2021.14 
The Daily Mail is a popular mid-market 
newspaper with a right-of-center politi-
cal orientation. Its web version, Mail On-
line, is one of the world’s most visited news 
websites, with around 200 million monthly 
views as of 2014.15

14 This figure includes the UK and international web presences of BBC News. https://www.bbc.com/mediacentre/worldnews/2021/new-data-shows-bbc-is-the-worlds-most-visited-
news-site
15 https://www.journalism.co.uk/news/abc-mail-online-on-verge-of-reaching-200-million-monthly-visitors-in-december/s2/a563873/

https://www.bbc.com/mediacentre/worldnews/2021/new-data-shows-bbc-is-the-worlds-most-visited-news-si
https://www.journalism.co.uk/news/abc-mail-online-on-verge-of-reaching-200-million-monthly-visitors-in-december/s2/a563873/
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3.1
BBC COVERAGE
The BBC News coverage of both attacks 
demonstrated a consistent tone and ap-
proach. Each article was relatively short, 
averaging approximately 1,200 words, 
with a focus on clear, factual reporting 
of the events and key items of associat-
ed information, supplemented by short 
quotations from eyewitnesses and official 
sources (such as police or government 
spokespeople). 

There was no editorializing comment in 
any of the articles, although ‘analysis’ 
sections by specialist correspondents did 
appear for both incidents, contextualizing 
the attacks and interpreting the motives of 
the attackers, as well as factual contextu-
alizing material (e.g. timelines of attacks, 
background sections on counter-terrorism 
legislation). 

Linguistic analysis of the BBC News articles 
also suggests a preference for simple fact 
over vivid detail. For example, the three 
most frequent three-word phrases in the 
Manchester coverage all specified the 
Manchester Arena location. In contrast 
to some of the Daily Mail coverage (see 
below), there is much less use of vivid lan-
guage.

As part of its fact-first approach, the BBC 
News coverage provided mostly basic de-
tails of the actual attacks. Although attack 
methods are specified — the Manchester 
Arena attacker is referred to as a ‘suicide 
bomber’ 11 times (the 54th most frequent 

two-word phrase in the BBC’s coverage) 
— there is an absence of the kind of vivid 
scene painting that is evident in the Daily 
Mail coverage. However, most of the ar-
ticles do include powerful — but usually 
very short — quotations from eye-witnesses. 

For example:
Another witness, Gerard, told the BBC: 
“They were running up shouting, ‘This is 
for Allah’. They stabbed this girl maybe 10 
times, 15 times. She was going, ‘Help me, 
help me’.”16

There are links to multimedia coverage 
(eg. clips from BBC News broadcasts) but 
stories are generally illustrated by one or 
two images only, which are never graphic.
The language is notably neutral, with ‘at-
tackers’ being preferred to ‘terrorist’ or 
other terms. When the word ‘terrorist’ is 
used, it is almost always in a phrase like 
‘terrorist attack’ rather than to denote the 
attackers. ‘Islam’/‘Islamic’ appears rarely 
(and the latter almost always in the phrase 
‘Islamic State’, i.e. Daesh, believed to have 
been responsible for the London Bridge at-
tack). ‘Muslim’, strikingly, refers consistently 
to the Muslim community — it is accompa-
nied by ‘community’, ‘worshippers’, ‘coun-
cil’ and ‘faith’, and only once in a security 
context (‘Muslim convert’ to describe one 
of the London Bridge attackers). 

16 BBC News, ‘Seven killed in vehicle and stabbing incidents’, 4 June 2017.  
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In terms of narrative framing, the BBC cov-
erage foregrounds the identities of victims, 
with extensive personal details of those 
killed and injured in both attacks. One ar-
ticle on the Manchester Arena attack is 
devoted to accounts of a family that sur-
vived the attack, describing in narrative 
detail the events and their actions.17 

17 BBC News, ‘Manchester attack: One family’s story of surviving the bomb’,  4 September 2017.  
18 BBC News, ‘London attack: Men “planned to use 7.5 tonne lorry”’, 10 June 2017. 
19 BBC News, ‘London Bridge attack: Spain honors “skateboarding hero”’, 9 June 2017.

There is also an emphasis on the emergen-
cy services: ‘Greater Manchester Police’ 
is the fourth most common three-word 
phrase in the Manchester coverage. The 
BBC News coverage of the London Bridge 
attack also gives importance to the re-
sponses of the public, quoting for example 
a senior police officer’s comments on four 
individuals who acted heroically in addi-
tion to eyewitness testimonies from individ-
uals interviewed by journalists.18

Details of a Spanish man who used his 
skateboard to try to fend off the attackers 
when they were stabbing a young wom-
an are mentioned in several articles.19 BBC 
News coverage also focuses on investiga-
tive developments, and pays attention to 
how much the attackers were known to 
the authorities beforehand. 

KEYWORD FREQUENCY BRITISH MEDIA 
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3.2
DAILY MAIL (MAIL ONLINE) COVERAGE
The Daily Mail’s coverage is largely factual 
and avoids editorializing comments with-
in the articles. However, while BBC News 
aims for conciseness and brief statements 
of important facts, the Mail stories include 
a great deal of specific detail about the 
events, places and (where known) peo-
ple involved. Biographical details of the 
attackers form a large part of the articles, 
but there is also much focus on the vic-
tims: Their names are relatively frequent in 
the articles, and this is supported by pho-
tographs of several of them. As a result, 
the Daily Mail’s articles are considerably 
longer than those of BBC News, averag-
ing around 3,800 words each, and are 
accompanied by rich multimedia con-
tent (videos and photos, as well as links 
to other relevant Daily Mail content). As 
with the BBC News reports, the three most 
frequent three-word phrases in the Man-
chester coverage relate to the location of 
the event (‘the Manchester Arena’ is first, 
‘Ariana Grande concert’ is second, and 
‘at Manchester Arena’ is third). However, 
the Mail’s coverage includes vivid details 
of the scenes. For instance, the fact that 
one of the London Bridge attackers was 
challenged by a man wearing an Arsenal 
shirt appears nine times in the 10 relevant 
articles. 

There is also an emphasis on the security 
response (‘police’ is the 28th most common 
word in the Manchester Arena articles, 
and ‘emergency services’ the 61st most 
frequent two-word), including direct crit-
icism of the authorities for not preventing 
the attacks (although there is also implicit 
support for the speed of police response 
at London Bridge). 

20 Daily Mail, Manchester bomber is named as British Libyan extremist Salman Abedi who killed 22 - including a girl aged EIGHT - in a terror attack on packed Ariana Grande concert’, 
22 May 2017.

London, June 7, 2017: A woman cries at London Bridge, site of the June 3, 2017 terror 
attack where 8 people were killed and dozens injured by Daesh terrorists. HERE

The Daily Mail’s coverage is highly specif-
ic about the nature of the attack and the 
methods used, for example detailing types 
of knives, construction of fake improvised 
explosive devices (IEDs), and the inclusion 
of shrapnel in the Manchester Arena IED. 
There are some strong images and met-
aphors describing the attacks — “knife 
wielding” and “ploughed into pedestrians” 
both appear 10 times in London Bridge ar-
ticles, while one article contains imagery 
such as “a man who was at the scene told 
how he cradled a dying woman and saw 
a girl with her legs blown off”.20 

https://www.shutterstock.com/image-photo/london-united-kingdom-7-june-2017-656662309
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As with the BBC News coverage, ‘suicide 
bomber’ is a frequent two-word phrase in 
the coverage of the Manchester attack (it 
is used 47 times, and is the 23rd most fre-
quent two-word phrase).

Several articles carry warnings about the 
graphic content in the article and its asso-
ciated multimedia content. 

Despite the overall use of factual infor-
mation, the Daily Mail nonetheless uses 
selective framing to emphasize the mor-
al dimension of the attacks. For exam-
ple, one article on the London Bridge at-
tacks is headlined ‘Killer who was filmed 
in Regent’s Park with an ISIS flag and tried 
to radicalize children with sweets was 
shopped to police TWICE as it emerges 
one of his fellow terrorists lived in DUBLIN’.21

The Daily Mail also focuses on the celeb-
rity angle, such as featuring an article on 
a royal visit to survivors undergoing treat-
ment at a hospital after the London Bridge 
attack. 

In its coverage of the Manchester Arena 
attack it focuses not only on the singer at 
whose concert the bombing occurred 
(‘Ariana Grande’ is the eight most frequent 

21 Daily Mail, 5 June 2017.
22 Daily Mail, ‘”Broken hearted for the state of the world”’: Katy Perry, Taylor Swift and the Beckhams lead celebrity tributes to victims of Manchester Arena terror attack at Ariana 
Grande gig’, 23 May 2017.

two-word phrase), but also celebrity reac-
tions to the attack, which forms the basis of 
an entire article.22  

The language used to describe the at-
tacks and attackers is somewhat more val-
ue-laden than the BBC News coverage. 

The words ‘terror’, ‘terrorist’ and ‘jihadi’ 
are very common in all 20 Daily Mail arti-
cles (whereas ‘extremist’ is rarer and ‘mili-
tant’ is absent). 

The Daily Mail is also more likely to draw 
attention to the religious affiliation of the 
attackers: ‘Islamist’ appears nine times in 
the coverage of the London Bridge at-
tacks, and ‘Islamic’ 42 times, although 
mostly in the phrase ‘Islamic State’. (‘Islam-
ic State’ is much less frequent in the Man-
chester Arena attack coverage, reflecting 
uncertainty about the attacker’s affilia-
tion.) Nevertheless the Daily Mail draws at-
tention to the religion of the attackers far 
more than the BBC. ‘Muslim’ appears 25 
times, sometimes in a pejorative context 
(e.g. ‘Muslim ringleader’ features three 
times, and ‘Muslim gym’ features seven 
times as a location where the attackers 
apparently plotted their attack).

  THE SIZE OF EACH WORD REPRESENTS THE FREQUENCY WITH WHICH IT APPEARS IN THE BRITISH MEDIA
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4.0
EGYPTIAN AND ARABIC MEDIA
Egypt has long been battling terrorism, 
and since the rise of Daesh, it has experi-
enced a high number of terrorist attacks 
in its major cities, while a terror campaign 
in North Sinai that began in 2011 became 
another front of Daesh’s global campaign 
in 2014 when the main extremist grouping 
in Sinai declared allegiance to Daesh and 
became the group’s ‘Wilayat Sinai’ (‘Sinai 
province’). 

Since 2014, major attacks in Egypt have 
included the destruction of Metrojet Flight 
9268 over Sinai in November 2015 that 
killed 224 people (mostly Russian tourists), 
and the killing of 311 people — the high-
est death toll from a terrorist attack in 
the country’s history — at the Al Rawdha 
mosque in Al Arish, Sinai. 

By 2017, Egypt had risen to be the 9th 
worst-affected country by terrorism in the 
world.23

23 Institute for Economics & Peace. Global Terrorism Index 2018: Measuring the impact of terrorism, Sydney, November 2018. Available from: http://visionofhumanity.org/reports 
24 International Centre for Counter-Terrorism - The Hague, ‘Mitigating the Impact of Media Reporting of Terrorism: Countering Terrorism through Media in Egypt’, Strategic Communi-
cations Project Report, March 2021.
25 Media Ownership Monitor: Egypt 2018. Available at: https://egypt.mom-rsf.org/en/media/detail/outlet/al-masry-al-youm/

Egypt commands a central position in Ar-
abic media, and is home to some of the 
Arab world’s most prestigious newspa-
pers, including Al Ahram (founded 1875), 
the traditional newspaper of record but 
which has a generally conservative and 
pro-government orientation.24  Al Masry Al 
Youm, founded in 2002, is more liberal and 
modern in orientation, and is increasingly 
challenging Al Ahram for the position of 
main newspaper of record.25 As Al Mas-
ry Al Youm places more content online, 
it was selected over Al Ahram as Egypt’s 
source publication for this paper. 

Instead of an Egyptian outlet, this paper 
selected the news website of the Dubai-
based satellite channel Al Arabiya (now 
partly owned by Saudi Arabia) as the 
website platform of interest for this study. 
The Gulf-based satellite channels have 
become a major phenomenon in the Ara-
bic speaking world, commanding a huge 
global reach and, with it, social and polit-
ical influence. 

http://visionofhumanity.org/reports
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4.1
AL MASRY AL YOUM COVERAGE
The coverage by Al Masry Al Youm of the 
Metrojet attack was technical and factu-
al, with a neutral and objective tone. The 
word frequency reflected this, with objec-
tive terms such as “plane”, “Russia/Rus-
sian”, “crash”, “site” and “airport” being 
dominant in the text. The reporting includ-
ed concise details about the timing and 
location of the crash, as well as the trans-
fer of bodies, response of law enforce-
ment, and political reaction. 

Words related to terrorism, such as “attack” 
and “extremism”, were largely absent. 
While the likelihood of a terrorist attack 
was mentioned as a possibility, the word 
“terrorist” was used only once and the fo-
cus was on presenting all possible scenari-
os. The word for “bomb” (القنبلة) was men-
tioned 10 times, compared to “aviation” 
(22 times), “crew” (15 times) and “passen-
gers” (23 times). The analysis was objective 
and neutral, presented in an authoritative 
manner. The reporting briefly mentions the 
political reaction to the crash, covering 
for example visits by the Egyptian Prime 
Minister and Defense Minister to the crash 
site. No words or phrases were used to de-
scribe the attackers (which may reflect 
the fact that the actual perpetrators were 
not caught). 

The victims were frequently mentioned 
and described as families with children, 
businessmen and politicians. Personal sto-
ries were also shared such as that of a Rus-
sian couple who were on a trip to cele-
brate their 10th wedding anniversary and 
had shared pictures on Facebook. 

The coverage by Al Masry Al Youm of the 
Al Arish attack was informative and exten-
sive. The main terms used to describe the 
event included “terrorist attack”, “mosque 
bombing”, “explosion” and “bloody at-
tack”, with detailed information provided 
on the number of terrorists and weapons 
used. 

The reporting on the terrorists included 
their estimated number (between 25 to 
30), the flag of Daesh, the type of vehicles 
used in the attack, and the fact that they 
wore military-style clothing. The attackers 
were referred to as “terrorists”, “takfiri” and 
“Dawaesh” (the latter being a derogatory 
term used to describe Daesh members). 
The term “takfiri” is often used to describe 
extremists who justify violence and killing 
in the name of their beliefs. The word “tak-
fir” literally means to “excommunicate” in 
Arabic and is widely used by media and 
governments in the Arab world to describe 
individuals who hold extremist views and 
engage in acts of terrorism. 
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In its reporting on both incidents, the news-
paper used “Islam” and its derivative words 
relatively rarely (12 times in 20 articles), and 
in most cases with reference to Daesh 
(which calls itself ‘Islamic State’).  

The victims were referred to as “martyrs”,a 
term with a specific meaning in Islam, indi-
cating that they died while fulfilling a reli-
gious duty or defending their faith.

The tone in the text when mentioning the 
victims was one of sadness, anger and dis-
belief. The style was direct and straightfor-
ward, providing factual information on the 
casualties and treatment of the victims, in-
cluding a testimony of one of the survivors. 

In contrast to its coverage of the Metrojet 
attack, Al Masry Al Youm went into some 
detail to examine the motivation behind 
the attack, focusing on the Sufi orientation 
of the Al Rawdha mosque. 

The terms “Sufism” and “Sufi orders” were 
used more frequently than terms relating 
to terrorism, reflecting the news outlet’s 
emphasis on the target, victims and moti-
vations behind the attack. 
The newspaper also provided background 
explanation, including material on the 
capture and killing of Sheikh Sulaiman Abu 
Haraz, a 100-year-old Sufi leader in the 
area. The text was somber and mournful 
when detailing his murder, painting a vivid 
picture of the scene. The author also pro-
vided background information on Sufism 
in the region, including the role played by 
the Sufi communities in the fight against 
terrorism and their cooperation with the 
military in promoting moderation. 

KEYWORD FREQUENCY EGYPTIAN AND ARABIC MEDIA
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4.2
AL ARABIYA COVERAGE
Al Arabiya’s report on the Metrojet attack 
was informative and straightforward, with 
a focus on providing factual information. 
The tone is broadly objective and neutral, 
and the style emphasizes presenting infor-
mation in a clear and concise manner. In 
some sections of the text there is a mix of 
descriptive and contextual information to 
provide readers with a comprehensive un-
derstanding of the event. The report spe-
cifically focuses on the security aspects of 
the crash. 

The word “security” was the second most 
frequently used, following “plane”. Other 
security related terms, such as “Interior” 
and “Major General”, were also among 
the most commonly used words in the text. 
This is reflected in the frequency of phrases 
used, with expressions like “national securi-
ty” and “security officials” being the most 
frequent. The language used to describe 
the event includes words like “crash”, “fall-
ing” and to a lesser extent “downing”. The 
latter was used in the context of report-
ing Daesh’s claims of responsibility for the 
bombing. 

While Daesh’s claims were briefly men-
tioned, one report cited an expert’s opin-
ion rejecting the terrorist group’s claims 
and stating that it is “likely” that the crash 
was caused by a “technical malfunction” 
(a judgment subsequently shown to be in-
correct). Articles also included statements 
from Russian officials and local security 
sources that countered Daesh’s claims. 
When referring to the group’s statement, 
one article used the term “Daeshian 
claims” (داعشــية  in a derogatory  (مزاعــم 
manner.  

The text describes the alleged mastermind 
behind the plane crash as a “leader”, 
“suspected”, “Egyptian” and “extremist”. 
He was identified as Abu Osama Al Masri 
(Mohammad Ahmed Ali) and the “lead-

er of Daesh” in Sinai. The report provided 
a detailed biographical sketch, including 
his origins, family and radicalization, which 
was described as resulting from an expo-
sure to “extremist thought” (الفكــر المتطرف).

Around 630 words were dedicated to dis-
cussing the replacement of several securi-
ty officials at airports, seaports, and other 
key locations in Egypt by the Minister of In-
terior after the plane crash. The changes 
were described as a step in the right di-
rection by security experts quoted by Al 
Arabiya. The report provides detailed in-
formation on the new appointments in an 
objective and factual tone, using straight-
forward language. 

Russian plane crash: U.S. intel suggests ISIS bomb brought down jet. HERE

https://edition.cnn.com/2015/11/04/africa/russian-plane-crash-egypt-sinai/index.html
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In some parts of the text, the tone while 
reporting on the victims was somber and 
mournful, with a focus on the tragedy and 
loss of life. The victims were described as 
taking pictures before the flight with hap-
py expressions, contrasting powerfully 
with the grief of their families after they re-
ceived news of the crash. 

Al Arabiya’s coverage of the attack in Al 
Arish presented the facts and details of 
the event, but did so using more norma-
tive language than in its coverage of the 
Metrojet incident, referring to the mosque 
attack as a “massacre”, “terrorist aggres-
sion” and “the ugly massacre”. 

The focus of the coverage was on the 
attack itself, the attackers, and the inter-
national response. The Arabic words for 
mosque, Sinai and Al Rawdha were the 
most frequently mentioned words, with 
the words for “terrorists”, “the attack”, and 
“terrorism” also being common. 

The most frequently used two-word phras-
es were “Al Rawdha Mosque”, “terrorist at-
tack” and “Friday prayers”. 

The text delved into the background 
and ideology of the “Egyptian Daeshi” 
المصــري)  Mohammed Majdi Al ,(الداعشــي 
Dulai, who was identified as the master-
mind behind Daesh’s violent campaign 
against Sufis in Sinai. 

The impact of the attack on the victims 
was brought to life through the testimony 
of witnesses, who described the moment 
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  THE SIZE OF EACH WORD REPRESENTS THE FREQUENCY WITH WHICH IT APPEARS IN THE EGYPTIAN AND ARAB MEDIA

of the attack in detail using words such 
as “deaths”, “gunfire” and “terrorists”. The 
text conveyed a sense of grief and disbe-
lief  about the violence that took place, 
with the first-person narration of the wit-
nesses being emotional and personal. Al 
Arabiya’s coverage also reported on the 
reactions of Egyptians on social media, 
in response to a Palestinian TV journalist’s 
statement. 

Words expressing anger and sadness 
about the “painful event” were reported, 
with the journalist expressing his love for 
Egypt and describing it as “the fortress of 
the Arab nation” and “the mother of Ar-
abs”. Arabic words for “sadness”, “condo-
lence” and “commemoration” were rela-
tively frequent. 

KEYWORD FREQUENCY COMPARISON
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5.0
COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS
The coverage of six incidents in six differ-
ent publications and platforms enables 
us to examine the different editorial and 
framing choices in each case, and to in-
fer how the social and political context in 
each location may have influenced these 
choices. 

This comparative analysis will examine 
features of the reports, including:

• Narrative: What kind of stories are told 
in the coverage and what do they fo-
cus on?

• Symbols/images: What is the imagery 
in the reports and what images ac-
company the text?

• Characterisation: How are the partici-
pants in the reports presented?

• Metaphor and phraseology: What 
terms are used to describe people and 
events?

• Tone and register: What emotions are 
conveyed by the reports?

• Comparisons/contrasts: Do the words 
explicitly or implicitly compare/con-
trast the events and people in the news 
reports?

• Selection: What do the news stories in-
clude and what do they exclude?

In terms of the narrative, the events re-
ported on in the six cases were inherently 
dramatic, with some publications opting 
to tell compelling and sometimes intense 
stories featuring perpetrators, victims, eye-
witnesses and security forces as charac-
ters. In some cases, these characters were 
presented with vivid details, such as the 
bystander wearing a football short wit-
nessing the London Bridge attack and at-
tempting to confront the perpetrators, the 

imagery serving to frame this story as one 
of ordinary people in an extreme situation 
demonstrating extraordinary courage. 

In the Arabic-language media, coverage 
of the Al Arish attack was also highly dra-
matic, with reporting from eyewitnesses of 
the sounds and sights of the attack, as well 
as some graphic details of the attack’s af-
termath. Le Monde’s coverage of the Paris 
attacks was even more dramatic, with a 
present-tense account of the events that 
is more reminiscent of a magazine essay 
than news reportage: 

Les rescapés de cette première fusillade se 
réfugient aussitôt à l’intérieur de la salle, ig-
norant le cauchemar qui les attend. Deux 
terroristes se dirigent vers la fosse et tirent à 
nouveau. Un vigile ouvre une issue de sec-
ours pour laisser sortir les spectateurs, mais 
un troisième homme les attend dehors et 
mitraille, avant de rejoindre ses deux com-
plices dans la salle.

(The survivors of this first shooting immedi-
ately take refuge inside the room, unaware 
of the nightmare that awaits them. Two ter-
rorists walk towards the pit and fire again. A 
guard opens an emergency exit to let the 
spectators out, but a third man is waiting 
for them outside and shoots, before joining 
his two accomplices in the room.)
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Perhaps the most striking aspect of cov-
erage in all three countries/regions was 
the focus on victims. All six publications/
platforms prioritized the victims, with some 
allocating considerable space to the life 
stories of those killed and injured. This was 
most strongly evident in Le Monde’s cover-
age of the Paris attacks, which depicted 
the victims as more than just a number by 
giving them a face and telling their stories 
through those who knew and loved them. 
Le Monde’s coverage went deeper into 
the life stories of many more victims than 
either France 24, or the Arabic publica-
tions, although the UK Daily Mail’s cover-
age of the Manchester attack dwelt on 
the life stories of a small number of child 
victims. In Le Monde, the tone of some of 
the material was sympathetic, at times 
verging on the sentimental — especially 
in the bits highlighted below. The paper 
made a point of declaring that it engaged 
in “Journalisme d’empathie” (empathetic 
journalism):

130 personnes ont trouvé la mort dans les 
attaques du 13 novembre à Paris. Brutale-
ment arrachées à ceux qui les côtoyaient 
chaque jour, elles font aujourd›hui partie 
de notre univers, à tous. Elles ne nous quit-
tent plus. Nous refusant à les réduire à un 
chiffre, 130, et à un statut, celui de « vic-
times », nous avons voulu leur donner un 
visage, raconter qui elles étaient, leur ren-
dre leur vie, à travers ceux qui les connais-
saient et les aimaient. Les installer, aussi, 
dans notre souvenir.

(130 people were killed in the November 
13 attacks in Paris. Brutally torn from those 
who saw them every day, they are now 
part of our universe, for all of us. They nev-
er leave us. We refuse to reduce them to a 
number, 130, and to a status, that of “vic-
tims”, and want to give them a face, tell 
who they were, give them back their life, 
through those who knew them and loved 
them. Install them, too, in our memory.)

The focus on victims is evident in both BBC 
and Daily Mail coverage of the UK at-
tacks, and reflects a British news reporting 
preference for the ‘human interest’ angle. 
But the Daily Mail takes it to the extreme, 

with one semi-comic article focusing on a 
survivor who fled the scene without spilling 
his beer.26

The coverage of the Al Arish attack was 
significantly more emotive than that of the 
Metrojet one, in both publications. This may 
reflect the fact that the mosque attack not 
only targeted Muslim Egyptian worship-
pers, but also that the violence was more 
interpersonal and prolonged (as opposed 
to the sudden detonation of the explo-
sive device that is now presumed to have 
caused the Metrojet disaster). 

The characterisation of the perpetrators 
varied widely between cases, reflecting 
both editorial choices and the circumstanc-
es of the attacks. In the Metrojet case, for 
example, the perpetrators were unknown 
(although Daesh’s branch in Sinai claimed 
responsibility), while the perpetrators were 
seen by witnesses but not apprehended 
or killed in the Al Arish attack. In the Lon-
don Bridge attack, however, a significant 
amount of eyewitness testimony enabled 
journalists from both the BBC and the Daily 
Mail to present vivid accounts of the ap-
pearance and conduct of the attackers, 
with the latter paying particular attention 
to details of their violence as well as their 
clothing and looks. The Nice attack, car-
ried out by a lone actor with a troubled 
social-psychological history, prompted Le 
Monde in particular to examine the per-
petrator’s state of mind and motivations, 
serving to frame the operation in terms of 
individual psychology rather than political 
or religious ideology. 

26  Daily Mail, ‘‘That’s what happens when you’re a Scouser paying London pint prices’: Punter hailed for taking his beer with him as he fled terror scene is named’ 5 June 2017.

Berlin, Germany - May 25, 2017: People visiting the British Embassy in Berlin after a terror-
ist attack caused 22 fatalities and dozens of injuries at a concert in Manchester. HERE

https://www.shutterstock.com/image-photo/berlin-germany-may-25-2017-people-647662270
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The terminology used to describe the at-
tacks and the perpetrators revealed what 
may be significant cultural differences 
between the three contexts. The French 
publications preferred neutral and objec-
tive terminology, although both Le Monde 
and France 24 preferred “attentat” to 
“attaque” (both of which translate to “at-
tack”). However, “attentat” has a more 
specific connotation of a violent, criminal 
act with political or ideological motiva-
tions, such as terrorism, whereas “attaque” 
is a more general term that can refer to 
any kind of attack, regardless of motive or 
intent. Both channels/publications gave 
considerable space to the troubled back-
ground and unstable personality of the 
Nice attacker, contextualizing the attack 
psychologically rather than politically. Of 
the two British publications, the Daily Mail 
was more comfortable with value-laden 
terms like “terrorist”. The Arabic-language 
coverage, however, was both more mor-
alistic in its choice of words (e.g. “terror-
ist aggression”, “ugly massacre”) and also 
used distinctive terms with particular va-
lence in the Middle East and North Africa, 
notably “takfiri” (where a Western outlet 
would have preferred “jihadi” or “jihadist”) 
and “shahid” (a term used by perpetrators 

to denote their own casualties, but consis-
tently used in the reporting examined here 
to denote victims). 

It appears likely that “takfiri” is used as a 
pejorative word to indicate an extreme 
ideological position that avoids the com-
plexities and nuance of the concept 
of ‘jihad’. Both Arabic publications also 
made frequent use of the Arabic term داعـــش 
(Daesh) and derivatives, which was also 
found in the French media content but al-
most entirely absent from the British pub-
lications. This term, widely used within the 
Middle East and North Africa but much 
less common beyond, specifies the organi-
zation but also, potentially, delegitimises it 
by avoiding the group’s own preferred no-
menclature.27

In terms of selection of material, both the 
UK and French publications focused on the 
extent to which the attackers were known 
to the authorities. This has become a com-
mon angle in coverage of terrorism in the 
Western media, but whereas the BBC and 
France 24 note the issue fairly objectively, 
the Daily Mail in particular frames this as a 
significant blameworthy failure, in a critical 
tone. This angle is not evident in the Ara-
bic language coverage, although there 
was some factual reporting on the action 
the Egyptian authorities took to improve se-
curity after the Metrojet attack. France 24 
also included some investigative content 
on the Nice attack, relating to a request by 
municipal authorities to delete video sur-
veillance material, viewed by some as an 
attempt to cover up security flaws at the 
crime scene. 

The reports in all cases generally avoided 
editorializing (i.e. inserting editorial com-
ment into an otherwise factual report), with 
any analytical commentary usually restrict-
ed to the judgements of experts quoted in 
the report. 

France 24 presented much of its material 
in the form of quotations (presumably from 
broadcast items), so the proportion of ex-
pert commentary was notably greater 
than that in BBC News. 

27 In some Western media it is claimed that داعش is an innately pejorative word, with a number of myths being proposed about its meaning. As Arabic speakers will be aware, the word 
is simply an abbreviation for ــام ة ِفــي اْلِعــَراق َوالشَّ ْســَاِميَّ ْوَلــة اإْْلِ .(The Islamic State in Iraq and Syria) الدَّ
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Two notable reports that went beyond fac-
tual reportage featured in Le Monde in-
cluded a detailed, intensively researched 
article analyzing misinformation about the 
Paris attacks and a piece in question and 
answer format examining the implications 
of the Nice attack.

These were clearly framed as analytical 
articles, and their content was apparently 
objective and factual. 

The analytical content as well as some of 
the direct reporting in the Arabic news 
sources relied extensively on material from 
Western (and, in the Metrojet case, Rus-
sian) news sources, although Egyptian ex-
perts on security and on Sufism were quot-
ed in Al Arabiya’s coverage of the Al Arish 
attack.  

Both Arabic publications provided con-
siderable and detailed background to 
the conflict in Sinai and the position of 
Egypt’s Sufi community, contextualizing 
the attacks in terms of their social signifi-
cance. This served to frame the attacks 
as being part of a long-running sectarian 
campaign with deep local roots, as well 
as being an expression of Daesh’s glob-
al campaign to establish itself territorially 
and through violence. 

The Arabic publications also devoted con-
siderable space to official statements from 
Arab governments and multilateral organi-
zations. Both also  included material on the 
mocking response to the Metrojet attack in 
the French satirical magazine Charlie Heb-
do, which drew strong condemnation from 
the Russian government, but also undoubt-
edly repelled Egyptian and other readers 
and viewers with slurs about “Islamofas-
cism”. 

Al Masry Al Youm’s coverage of the Metrojet 
attack also included some highly technical 
content, such as details about the facilities 
and operations of Sharm El Sheikh airport. 
This partly reflected the predominant focus 
in the days after the attack on establishing 
how the plane was brought down. 

However, some of this material, such as a 
lengthy ‘economic analysis’ of Egypt’s avi-
ation industry, possibly reflected a lack of 
reportable and accurate details in the at-
tack’s aftermath, in contrast to the armed 
physical attack on civilians at Al Arish, 
where there was extensive eyewitness in-
formation to report.

Al Arabiya on the other hand focused on 
competing hypotheses about the attack, 
including hijacking, missile or technical 
malfunction, but also included some ques-
tionable material on other air disasters in 
Egypt, for example examining at length the 
coincidental fact that the Metrojet attack 
took place exactly 16 years after an earlier 
plane crash in the Sinai.

The Western media reports generally chose 
to highlight relatively unimportant but emo-
tionally powerful details about the attacks, 
such as material on the police dog killed in 
a raid following the Paris attacks. The Dai-
ly Mail also chose to highlight the response 
of celebrities to both attacks in the UK, an 
emphasis that was not evident elsewhere 
and reflects both the circumstances of the 
Manchester Arena attack and the editorial 
preferences of the newspaper, which has 
a strong interest in celebrity gossip. 



POWER OF FRAMING: HOW MEDIA COVERAGE SHAPES IMPACT OF TERRORISM ACROSS LANGUAGES, REGIONS 28

6.0
DISCUSSION AND IMPLICATIONS 
The comparative analysis above shows 
some significant differences in approach 
between publications and between the 
three countries/regions. 

However, the similarities are in many ways 
as striking as the differences. The cover-
age in all publications largely avoided 
sensationalization. Although Le Monde 
was notably more inclined to provide 
emotionally powerful content, it avoided 
sensationalization by evoking pity for the 
victims rather than outrage at the attack-
ers. 

Indeed, the focus on victims is a com-
mon thread in all publications and con-
texts, and this may be a response to what 
is seen as emerging best practice in the 
reporting of terrorism — not acceding to 
the terrorists’ wish to achieve publicity for 
themselves while honoring those who de-
serve the public’s sympathy. 

In this respect, the attention to the Sufi 
communities targeted in the Al Arish at-
tack can be seen as both sensitive and 
appropriate. 

However, in the British coverage, there 
was a significant difference between the 
BBC and the Daily Mail articles with re-
spect to the UK’s Muslim community, with 
the former positioning the community as 
condemning the attacks, and the latter 
occasionally implying that Muslims were in 
some way complicit. 

The French coverage, perhaps reflecting 
the country’s strong tradition of secular-
ism, largely avoided including a religious 
dimension to the framing. 

There is also a general adherence to what is 
seen as good journalistic practice in avoid-
ing editorializing comment in factual arti-
cles, and restricting the use of value-laden 
terms — although the British newspaper 
did make frequent use of ‘terrorist’ (a term 
avoided by some platforms on the grounds 
of its potential subjectivity). Nevertheless, 
this newspaper’s coverage of the 2017 at-
tacks does suggest it has become more 
neutral in its response to international ter-
rorist incidents, as earlier studies found that 
this publication portrayed terrorism in a 
subjective and discriminatory fashion.28 

However, the Daily Mail is well known for 
its comment articles that contain highly 
polemical, socially conservative opinions 
written by popular but controversial writers, 
and during 2017 there was considerable 
discussion in these columns of internation-
al terrorism that emphasized its religious 
dimension. This prompted numerous com-
plaints from civil society organizations.29

28 One study of British print journalism found: “The most common nouns used in relation to British Muslims were terrorist, extremist, Islamist, suicide bomber and militant, with very few 
positive nouns (such as ‘scholar’) used. The most common adjectives used were radical, fanatical, fundamentalist, extremist and militant. Indeed, references to radical Muslims out-
number references to moderate Muslims by 17 to 1.” Kerry Moore, Paul Mason and Justin Lewis, ‘Images of Islam in the UK: The Representation of British Muslims in the National Print 
News Media 2000-2008’, Cardiff School of Journalism, Media
and Cultural Studies (2008).
29 Samanth Subramanian, ‘One man’s (very polite) fight against media Islamophobia’, The Guardian, 18 October 2018. Available at: https://www.theguardian.com/news/2018/
oct/18/miqdaad-versi-very-polite-fight-against-british-media-islamophobia 

https://www.theguardian.com/news/2018/oct/18/miqdaad-versi-very-polite-fight-against-british-media-islamophobia
https://www.theguardian.com/news/2018/oct/18/miqdaad-versi-very-polite-fight-against-british-media-islamophobia
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The differences in terminology between 
Western and Middle Eastern media 
demonstrate the importance of cultural 
appropriateness in reporting on terrorism. 

Expressions such as “takfiri” and “shahid” 
(martyr) have a particular resonance in 
the Middle Eastern context, which would 
be missed by most readers and viewers in 
a Western context. 

The apparent consistency with which 
these terms were used in the Arabic re-
ports sampled for this study suggests they 
were deliberately chosen, presumably 
in order to denote condemnation while 
avoiding some of the risks of terms such as 
“jihad(ist)”. 

This difference in favored terminology 
suggests that journalists and editors will 
select culturally appropriate terminolo-
gy in response to their own assessment of 
audiences, but there is a risk of stigmati-
zation and inaccuracy if the perpetrators 
are presented using terms chosen for their 
emotional or theological valence rather 
than accuracy and specificity. 

Comparison between countries and re-
gions suggests some differences in jour-
nalistic coverage. 

The Western outlets all presented con-
siderable material that appeared to be 
sourced directly from reporters on the 
ground, who had interviewed eyewitness-
es and obtained quotations from officials. 

Although some of these Western articles 
were padded out with content drawn 
from social media uploads, the local me-
dia coverage seemed to rely more on 
quotations from government press releas-
es, technical information and content 
from Western or Russian press sources.30

The framing of the attacks in the three 
contexts also demonstrates some local so-
cial and political pressures. 

The emphasis in the British and French me-
dia on how much the authorities knew 
about the perpetrators beforehand re-
flects aspects of the politicization of count-
er-terrorism that has been evident in both 
countries, where attacks have been seized 
upon by some politicians as evidence 
of state failure. This angle appears to be 
largely absent from Middle Eastern report-
ing, which mainly focuses on government 
response. 

In all cases, there was evidence of the arti-
cles seeking to contextualize and analyze 
the incidents in some depth, while avoid-
ing the poor practice of mixing up editori-
al content and factual reportage. This was 
particularly evident in Le Monde’s exam-
ination of the life history of the Nice attack-
er, and the position of the Sufi tradition in 
North Sinai, but was evident more general-
ly in all six publications. 

30 See, for example, Andrew Glazzard and Alastair Reed, ‘After the Attack: Lessons for Governments and Journalists in Reporting Terrorist Attacks’, ICCT-The Hague, 2021. Available at: 
https://www.icct.nl/sites/default/files/2022-12/Lessons-for-Governments-and-Journalists-in-Reporting-Terrorist-Incide.pdf

https://www.icct.nl/sites/default/files/2022-12/Lessons-for-Governments-and-Journalists-in-Reporting-Terrorist-Incide.pdf


POWER OF FRAMING: HOW MEDIA COVERAGE SHAPES IMPACT OF TERRORISM ACROSS LANGUAGES, REGIONS 30

7.0
POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS 
The research set out in this paper suggests 
two areas that are susceptible to poli-
cy initiatives or improvements in practice 
both for governments and media outlets. 
The first is that the way terrorist attacks are 
framed and the impact that reporting has 
on audiences and readerships is depen-
dent on myriad choices in terms of char-
acterisation, terminology, imagery and 
so forth. In particular, how the attacks, at-
tackers, victims and security personnel are 
presented will always be the product of 
decisions taken by journalists and editors. 

As some of the examples discussed above 
show, some aspects of the framing do 
risk stigmatizing communities. Therefore, 
this paper recommends that guidelines 
for, and training of, journalists and editors 
should include specific content on how to 
report terrorist incidents without risking the 
amplification of the impact of the attacks. 
This includes the avoidance of value-lad-
en and potentially offensive terms (such as 
those that inadvertently associate religion 
with violence), avoiding the recycling of 
terrorist propaganda in coverage (beyond 
factual reporting of claims of responsibil-
ity and suchlike), and avoiding excessive 
use of graphic content. Such training and 
guidelines should also highlight the good 
practice (generally observed in these cas-
es) of ensuring an appropriate focus on 
honoring victims and avoiding the ag-
grandizement of the perpetrators. 

Training and guidelines should also pro-
mote the use of neutral but culturally ap-
propriate language that avoids stigma-
tization but is also meaningful within the 
social and cultural context. There have 
been some attempts by the international 
community to standardize terms, especial-
ly relating to the use of ‘Daesh’. However, 
this has not been consistently achieved 
with the term’s use being particularly rare 
in the UK as this study has shown. 

This suggests that promoting the use of cul-
turally unfamiliar terms may not always be 
successful.   

The second area relates to journalistic and 
analytical capacity. The inclusion of back-
ground material added depth to coverage 
in all three countries. It was clear most of 
the outlets examined here (especially BBC 
News, Le Monde, France 24 and Al Masry 
Al Youm) were able to add relevant and 
informative background material to help 
readers and viewers understand the moti-
vations of the perpetrators, the impact of 
the attacks on victims and the social con-
text in which they took place. 

Journalists and editors should, where pos-
sible, provide such objective and relevant 
background to reporting of terrorist inci-
dents. This in turn requires expertise to be 
available. From the evidence of the outlets 
examined here, it appears the use of local, 
external expertise is routine in France and 
the UK but less so in the Middle East. Media 
organizations could, therefore, usefully cul-
tivate links with experts in universities and 
think tanks, especially those in the region 
to avoid a reliance on Western sources 
of knowledge. Whilst it is recognised that 
news outlets operate with considerable 
(and increasing) resource constraints, the 
overall quality of terrorism coverage would 
be improved with more reporting and an-
alytical capacity.   
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8.0
CONCLUSION
How terrorist attacks are reported has the 
potential to exacerbate or mitigate their 
impact by undermining community cohe-
sion or by unwittingly aggrandizing their 
perpetrators. The case studies examined 
in this paper show that a wide range of 
framing devices and approaches are 
available to journalists and editors, and 
also that the social, cultural and econom-
ic context can influence framing in striking 
ways. Although most outlets showed a re-
sponsible and sensitive approach — pay-
ing particular attention to the impact of 
attacks on victims, avoiding sensational-
ization and generally not recycling terrorist 
propaganda — it was also clear that some 
media organizations will use value-laden 
terminology that has the potential to stig-
matize communities, especially when ca-
sually linked to markers of identity or faith. 

Given the crucial role the media  plays in 
managing the social impact of terrorism, 
this paper recommends the creation or 
adaptation of guidelines to ensure best 
practice, and investment in training of 
journalists and editors. By promoting good 
practices, media outlets can continue 
to perform their public duty of reporting 
events which are of legitimate public con-
cern without incurring the risks of polar-
ization and amplification. However, each 
context is unique and each publication 
will need to appeal to different markets, 
so ‘good practice’ is not a rigid set of rules 
but rather an approach that is based on 
the values of objectivity, accuracy, fair-
ness and respect for others as they are ap-
plied in each context.31

This research also suggests there is a dis-
parity between the resources available to 
news outlets in the West and in the Mid-
dle East, both in terms of reporters on the 
ground and analytical capacity to help 
contextualize attacks and threats. That 
is not to say outlets in the Middle East are 
incapable of high-quality reporting and 
analysis — the coverage of the Al Rawdha 
Mosque attack, for example, demonstrates 
the value that local knowledge can add 
to factual reporting —  but this paper sug-
gests there is scope for capacity building in 
these areas. 

Finally, while this paper recommends in-
vestment in skills and capacity to further 
improve journalistic standards in reporting 
on terrorism, it is also important that jour-
nalists and editors retain a sense of per-
spective, and do not inadvertently further 
the terrorists’ agenda by allocating too 
much attention to their causes. Of course, 
mass-casualty attacks such as the six dis-
cussed above are important and news-
worthy, and the public has a right to be 
informed about them. 

At the same time, however, journalists and 
editors should be wary of overly focusing 
on terrorism at the expense of other social 
problems, and thereby inadvertently en-
couraging the use of indiscriminate vio-
lence to attract attention.  

31 See, for example, the Global Charter of Ethics for Journalists, prepared by the International Federation of Journalists and available at https://www.ifj.org/fileadmin/user_upload/
Global_Charter_of_Ethics_EN.pdf

https://edition.cnn.com/2015/11/04/africa/russian-plane-crash-egypt-sinai/index.html
https://edition.cnn.com/2015/11/04/africa/russian-plane-crash-egypt-sinai/index.html
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9.1
ANNEXES: FRENCH MEDIA

WORD

 FREQUENCY

Rassemblement de soutien 
Announce sa disparition 
Confirme sa disparition 
Confirme sa mort 
KEYWORD FREQUENCY 
Terreur
Terroriste
Militant 
Extreme
Extremiste
Attaque
Islam
Islamique
Islamiste
Violent 
Violence
WORD FREQUENCY 
Paris 
France 
Attaques
Guerre 
Novembre
Bataclan 
Enfants 
Francais 
President 
Groupe
Saint 
Ministre 
Nation
Assault 
Abaaoud 
Morts
Victimes 
Francois 
mondiale
Pays 
Personnes 
Terroristes 
Abdelhamid 
Acte 
Parisienne
Police
terrorisme
Vendredi
PHRASE FREQUENCY 
(TOP 20 2-WORD)
La france 
Saint Denis 
Des attentats 
La nation 
A Paris 
De Paris 
Le president 
Le premier 
Premier ministre 
Abdelhamid Abaaoud
De guerre 
La premiere 
Les attentats 
Guerre mondiale 
L’etat 
Peuple francais 
Du group
Du maroc
Francois hollande 
La Police 
Le bataclan
PHRASE FREQUENCY 
(TOP 20 3-WORD)
A saint denis 

4
3
3
3

0
23
0
0
0
37
0
0
0
0
0

28
26
32
21
18
17
15
15
14
13
13
12
12
11
10
10
10
9
9
9
9
9
8
8
8
8
8
8

17
13
12
12
11
10
10
10
9
8
8
8
8
7
7
7
6
6
6
6
6

10

De la nation
Le premier ministre 
De la france 
La premiere guerre 
Pupilles de la 
Attentats de paris 
Des affaires étrangères 
Des attentats de 
Eagles of death
Pupille de la 
Acte de guerre 
Attentats du Novembre 
Contre le terrorisme 
De la diplomatie 
Group du rock
President francois hollande 
Présumé des attentats 
Un acte de 
Assaut des forces
KEYWORD FREQUENCY 
Terreur
Terroriste
Militant 
Extreme
Extremiste
Attaque
Islam
Islamique
Islamiste
Violent 
Violence
WORD FREQUENCY 
Nice 
Attentat 
Camion
Mohamed 
Bouhlel 
Personnes 
Paris
lahouaiej
Promenade
attaque
enfants
Mort 
France 
pere
Anglais
homme
Attentats 
Famille 
Mere 
Victimes 
Fille 
Fils 
terroriste
tueur
Morts
PHRASE FREQUENCY 
(TOP 20 2-WORD)
De nice 
A nice 
l’attentat
Lahouaiej bouhlel
Mohamed lahouaiej
La promenade 
Des anglais 
Le camion
Promenade des
De paris 
Attentat de 
Un homme 

9
9
6
6
6
5
5
5
5
5
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4

0
5
0
0
0
10
2
3
0
0
0

84
48
36
36
27
26
25
22
22
21
21
21
21
20
19
19
18
18
17
17
16
16
16
15
13

40
37
34
22
22
21
19
19
19
16
15
15

d’artifice
Feu de
L’attaque 
Du tueur 
Etat Islamique 
La mort 
Originaire de 
Des attentats
PHRASE FREQUENCY 
(TOP 20 3-WORD)
Mohamed lahouaiej bouhlel
Promenade des anglais 
Attentat de nice 
Feu d’artifice
Sur la promenade 
De l’attentat
Dans l’attentat
Au feu d
De l›intérieur 
Le procureur de
Assister au feu 
D’arreter le 
De l’ei
De la promenade 
De Mohamed lahouaiej 
Dans la foule 
De la republique 
De paris francois 
Arreter le camion
L’etat islamique
KEYWORD FREQUENCY 
Terreur
Terroriste
Militant 
Extreme
Extremiste
Attaque
Islam
Islamique
Islamiste
Violent 
Violence
WORD FREQUENCY 
Juillet 
Bouhlel
Homme 
Lahouaiej 
Mohamed 
Attaque 
Camion
Terroriste 
Tueur 
Personnes 
attentat
Promenade 
Anglais 
Auteur 
Commando 
Femme 
Francois 
Police 
Procureur 
pseudo
Acte 
Armes 
EI
Enquete 
Radicalisation 
Services 
Chauffeur 
Commis 

14
14
13
10
9
9
9
8

22
19
14
13
13
12
9
7
7
7
7
7
6
6
6
5
5
5
4
4

0
16
0
0
0
21
5
9
1
2
3

22
17
16
16
16
15
13
13
12
11
10
10
9
8
8
8
8
8
8
8
7
7
7
7
7
7
7
6

Judiciaire
PHRASE FREQUENCY 
(TOP 20 2-WORD)
De nice 
Lahouaiej bouhlel
Mohamed lahouaiej
L’attaque 
La promenade 
Des anglais 
Promenade des 
De paris
Auteur de
Des services 
L’auteur 
L’enquete 
Procureur de 
Pseudo commando 
Sa femme
Services de 
Francois molins
L’attentat 
Le tueur 
Tueur de 
En tunisie 
Le camion
Le procureur 
Le terroriste 
De radicalisation
PHRASE FREQUENCY 
(TOP 20 3-WORD)
Mohamed lahouaiej bouhlel
La promenade de 
Promenade des anglais 
Sur la promenade 
Auteur de l 
De l’ attaque 
Des services de 
L’auteur de 
Des faits de 
De mohamed lahouaeij
Pour des faits 
Tueur de nice 
Avec sa femme 
De l’enquete 
De la republique 
De paris francois 
Le procureur 
Le pseudo commando 
Le tueur de 
Procureur de paris 
KEYWORD FREQUENCY
Terreur
Terroriste
Militant 
Extreme
Extremiste
Attaque
Islam
Islamique
Islamiste
Violent 
Violence 

7

27
16
16
11
10
9
9
8
7
7
7
7
7
7
7
7
6
6
6
6
5
5
5
5
4

16
9
9
9
7
7
7
7
6
5
5
5
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4

0
13
0
0
0
15
1
3
0
6
2

38
37
34
25
23
23
23
21
18
17
14
13
13
13
13
12
12
12

17
15
14
14
13
13
13
11
10
10
10
9
9
9
 9
8
8
8
 8
7
7
7
7
7
7
6
6
6

10
10
9
8
7
6
5
5
5
5
5
5
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4

WORD FREQUENCY 
France 
Paris 
November 
Attentats 
Bataclan 
Francais
Terroristes 
Services 
Monde 
Morts 
Syrie
Disparition
Groupe
photo
plusieurs
attaques
Belge
Salle
PHRASE FREQUENCY 
(TOP20 2-WORD)
La France 
Du Novembre 
De Paris 
Les attentats
Les services 
Services de 
A Paris 
De renseignement 
En France 
La salle 
Sa disparition 
Au bataclan 
Les reseaux 
Saint Denis 
Du bataclan 
En Belgique 
Le monde 
Les terroristes 
Sur Twitter
Des attentats 
Des Kamikazes 
Des services 
En syrie 
Originaire de 
Reseaux sociaux 
Attentats de 
Attentats du 
Des terroristes 
PHRASE FREQUENCY 
(TOP20 3-WORD)
Par les services 
Services de renseignement 
Sur les réseaux 
Les services de 
Les réseaux sociaux 
Un des kamikazes 
A ete tue 
D’arret international 
De deux enfants 
De la salle 
De soutien en 
De service de 
Attentats de paris 
Attentats  du novembre 
Au moins morts
Foued Mohamed aggad 
Le president de 
Les attentats de 
Les attentats du
Mandat d’arret 

1-
PA

RI
S 

AT
TA

CK
S 

 A
-L

E 
M

ON
DE

B-
FR

AN
CE

 2
4

B-
FR

AN
CE

 2
4

1-
PA

RI
S 

AT
TA

CK
S 

 A
-L

E 
M

ON
DE
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9.2
ANNEXES: BRITISH MEDIA

WORD

 FREQUENCY

extremist
extreme
islamic
islamist
islam
militant
violent
violence
WORD FREQUENCY 
london
attack
police
people
bridge
attackers
terror
line
injured
terrorism
van
borough
june
attacks
stabbed
may
manchester
market
scene
officers
Phrase Frequency 
(top 20 2-word)
London bridge
the attack 
The attackers
People were
On london
The police
Borough market 
Terror attack
London attack
The london
The scene 
In london
The va
Bridge attack
Met police
Attack what 
People in 
The victims
Victims of 
At london
PHRASE FREQUENCY 
(TOP 20 3-WORD)
On london bridge
In the attack 
London bridge attack 
Of the attackers 
The london bridge
Victims of the 
London bridge and 
People were killed
The three attackers
To the victims
Told the bbc 
We know so
What we know
At london bridge
Borough high street 
Bridge attack what
In the uk 
Nearby borough market

37
4
42
11
10
1
5
1

151
137
130
118
92
52
41
40
39
36
35
32
31
30
27
26
24
24
24
23

74
43
35
28
24
24
22
21
17
17
17
14
14
13
13
12
12
12
12
11

20
13
13
12
12
12
9
8
8
8
8
8
8
7
7
7
7
7

Of the attack 
Of the london
KEYWORD FREQUENCY 
terror
terrorist
attack
violent
violence
extremist
extreme
islamic
islamist
islam
militant
WORD FREQUENCY 
manchester
attack
arena
people
concert
police
grande
terror
venue
ariana
security
bomb
explosion
children
night
killed
city
suicide
area
bomber
PHRASE FREQUENCY 
(TOP 20 2-WORD)
Manchester arena
The arena
The attack
Ariana grande
The venue
Year old 
The concert
Terror attack
The manchester
Last night 
In manchester
Suicide bomber
The explosion
The scene
People were 
The city
Outside the 
The victims
At manchester
Grande concert
PHRASE FREQUENCY (TOP 20 
3-WORD)
The manchester arena
Ariana grande concert 
At manchester arena 
In the foyer
Of the arena
The terror attack 
A suicide bomber 
The foyer area
Away from the 
At the scene 
Been named as 
The ariana grande 

7
7

41
12
137
1
3
0
0
9
0
2
0

375
270
255
247
198
182
111
109
107
104
100
99
96
94
94
81
76
73
71
67

135
94
91
89
80
78
62
60
60
58
56
47
47
47
45
43
36
35
34
34

35
33
32
21
21
21
20
20
19
18
18
18

The suicide bomber 
An ariana grande 
Area of the 
Arena last night 
Eight year old 
A controlled explosion
A year old 
Of the manchester
KEYWORD FREQUENCY 
terror
terrorist
attack
violent
violence
extremist
extreme
islamic
islamist
islam
militant
WORD FREQUENCY 
manchester
attack
police
arena
abedi
people
uk
bomb
explosion
concert
victims
city
line
security
grande
bomber
ariana
children
blast
armed
PHRASE FREQUENCY 
(TOP 20 2-WORD)
The attack 
Manchester arena
The manchester
The arena 
The uk 
Year old 
Manchester attack
Ariana grande 
Greater manchester
Salman abedi
The explosion
The government
In manchester
The bomb
At manchester
The victims
Arena attack
Armed police
The police
Abedi was
PHRASE FREQUENCY 
(TOP 20 2-WORD)
The manchester arena 
Of the attack 
At manchester arena 
After the attack 
Greater manchester police 
In the uk 

17
16
16
16
16
15
15
15

109
45
270
0
 4
1
0
16
6
0
0

164
120
86
77
72
72
34
32
31
26
26
25
25
25
24
23
22
22
21
19

59
41
35
26
25
24
22
21
20
17
16
16
14
14
13
13
12
12
12
11

17
15
10
9
9
9

Manchester arena attack 
Told the bbc
In the foyer 
Of the manchester 
Victims of the 
The manchester attack 
A suicide bomber 
In connection with 
Singer ariana grande 
The victims of 
Us singer ariana 
What we know 
A year old 
After the manchester
KEYWORD FREQUENCY
terror
terrorist
attack
violent
violence
extremist
extreme
islamic
islamist
islam
militant

9
9
8
8
8
7
6
6
6
6
6
6
5
5

16
9
120
1
0
3
0
4
0
0
0

417
313
250
244
228
158
136
131
108
104
101
90
83
82
78
77
75
73
70
69

218
88
78
73
71
69
57
49
49
41
38
38
38
37
34
31
31
28
27
27

68
55
46
28
27
23
22
21
21
21
21
19
19
17
17
16
15
14
14
14

136
55
250
5
1

WORD FREQUENCY 
london
police
attack
bridge
people
butt
terror
night
terrorists
saturday
van
officers
borough
market
injured
pictured
year
man
killed
left
PHRASE FREQUENCY 
(TOP 20 2-WORD)
London bridge
The attack
The London
Borough market
Terror attack 
Saturday night
East London
Khuram butt
The terrorists
Armed police
By police
Last night 
Police and 
In barking
Attack on 
The scene 
The uk 
Security services
Bridge terror
Shot dead
PHRASE FREQUENCY 
(TOP 20 3-WORD)
The london bridge
On london bridge
On saturday night 
Of the london
London bridge terror
In borough market
Bridge terror attack 
In connection with
London bridge attack
The security services
The terror attack
Connection with the
In the attack 
Barking east london
London bridge on
In barking east 
London bridge and 
Near london bridge
Of the terrorists 
Stabbed in the
KEYWORD FREQUENCY 
terror
terrorist
attack
violent
violence
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9.3
ANNEXES: EGYPTIAN AND ARABIC MEDIA

WORD

 FREQUENCY

المتطرف
الهجوم
اإْلسام
اإْلسامية
اإْلسامي
العنيف
العنف
WORD FREQUENCY 
الطائرة
الروسية
مطار
سيناء
الركاب
الطيران
سقوط
موقع
الحادث
السيناريو
مصر
الشيخ
المنكوبة
أفراد
شرم
سقطت
الموقع
القنبلة
PHRASE FREQUENCY 
(TOP 20 2-WORD)
الطائرة الروسية
سقوط الطائرة
شرم الشيخ
الطائرة المنكوبة
هذا السيناريو
أفراد الطاقم
العثور على
في سيناء
الروسية المنكوبة
حطام الطائرة
حادث الطائرة
شركة الطيران
أجهزة الكشف
السيناريو األول
الصندوق األسود
القنبلة بعد
جانبي الطائرة
جسم الطائرة
رئيس الوزراء
عطل فني
 PHRASE FREQUENCY
(WORD-3 20 TOP)
مطار شرم الشيخ
سقوط الطائرة الروسية
على متن الطائرة
من أفراد الطاقم
الطائرة الروسية المنكوبة
إلى داخل الطائرة
الروسية التي سقطت
الطائرة الروسية التي
الكشف عن الحقائب
على ارتفاع ألف
و من أفراد
يختلف هذا السيناريو
أجهزة الكشف عن
أحد ضباط فريق
أسفر عن مقتل
أفراد من طاقم
أن سقوط الطائرة
أي مصابين أو
إسعاف شمال سيناء
إلى مصر لقضاء
إلى مكان الحادث

2
0
0
0
0
0
0

129
41
30
27
23
22
21
20
19
19
19
16
16
15
 15
14
11
10

24
16
15
10
10
6
6
6
5
5
4
4
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3

13
10
9
5
4
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2

إلى مكان سقوط
األسود للطائرة الروسية
األمن االتحادي الروسي
KEYWORD FREQUENCY
اإْلرهاب
اإْلرهابي
مقاتل
التشدد
المتطرف
الهجوم
اإْلسام
اإْلسامية
اإْلسامي
العنيف
العنف
WORD FREQUENCY 
المسجد
مسجد
مصر
الروضة
سيناء
اإْلرهابي
الشيخ
الجمعة
المصري
المصلين
الهجوم
اإْلرهاب
العام
اإْلرهابيين
القرية
بسيناء
الطناني
النيران
داعش
مجزرة
الحادث
الطريقة
جرير
الجريمة
صاة
قتلى
 PHRASE FREQUENCY
(WORD-2 20 TOP)
مسجد الروضة
الشيخ عيد
مصر في
أبو جرير
الهجوم اإْلرهابي
صاة الجمعة
مع مصر
الذي استهدف
الروضة بسيناء
جانب مصر
خارج المسجد
شمال سيناء
في بيان
مجزرة مسجد
أسفر عن
إطاق النيران
األمين العام
اإْلرهابي الذي
االعتداء اإْلرهابي
التفجير اإْلرهابي
 PHRASE FREQUENCY
(WORD-3 20 TOP)
الشيخ عيد أبو
إلى جانب مصر
عيد أبو جرير
الروضة بسيناء الذي
جانب مصر في

2
2
2

0
1 
0
0
0
0
0
4
0
0
0

27
26
21
19
18
17
16
14
12
12
12
11
11
9
9
9
8
8
8
8
7
7
7
6
6
6

9
7
6
5
5
5
5
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
3
3
3
3
3
3

5
4
4
3
3

عدد كبير من
مصر في حربها
أسفر عن مقتل
اإْلرهابي الذي استهدف
البشعة الجمعة الماضية
التابعة لتنظيم داعش
التي تتخذها مصر
الخيط للوصول للجناة
الدين اإْلسامي الحنيف
الذي استهدف المصلين
الذي شهد المجزرة
الروضة ببئر العبد
الشيخ صباح األحمد
الشيخ فتحي الطناني
المجزرة البشعة الجمعة
النبأ التابعة لتنظيم
النيران بشكل عشوائي
الهجوم اإْلرهابي على
باستهدافها وهي مسجد
KEYWORD FREQUENCY 
اإْلرهاب
اإْلرهابي
مقاتل
التشدد
المتطرف
الهجوم
اإْلسام
اإْلسامية
اإْلسامي
العنيف
العنف
WORD FREQUENCY 
سيناء
الروضة
الصوفية
مسجد
الطرق
الحادث
الشيخ
شهداء
المسجد
المصلين
اإْلرهابية
حالة
صاة
اإْلرهاب
الجمعة
العاج
المصري
اإْلرهابي
الدواعش
العريش
مستشفى
أهالي
الجيش
PHRASE FREQUENCY 
(TOP 20 2-WORD)
مسجد الروضة
الطرق الصوفية
في سيناء
شمال سيناء
في مستشفى
العاج في
اإْلرهابي الذي
الحادث اإْلرهابي
العريش العام
حادث مسجد
داخل المسجد
صاة الغائب
قرية الروضة
للطرق الصوفية

3
3
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2

11
17
0
0
3
12
2
2
4
1
1

28
26
18
18
15
13
12
12
11
10
9
9
9
8
7
7
7
6
6
6
6
5
5

13
12
11
6
6
5
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4

الشيخ سليمان
الضحايا والمصابين
النائب العام
النيران على
سليمان أبوحراز
شهداء مسجد
PHRASE FREQUENCY 
(TOP 20 3-WORD)
في مستشفى العريش
مستشفى العريش العام
مسجد الروضة بشمال
أهالي قرية الروضة
إلى شهيد
ارتفاع شهداء مسجد
اإْلرهابي الذي استهدف
الباحث في شؤون
الروضة خال الحادث
الصحة بشمال سيناء
العام و حالة
العناصر اإْلرهابية كانت
المصلين من مسجد
بشمال سيناء إلى
تتلقي العاج في
تضامن مع
تلقيه العاج في
عدد شهداء حادث
على أرواح شهداء
على الطرق الصوفية
على المصلين وأضاف
عن حالة الحداد
من الحادث اإْلرهابي
من قبيلة السواركة
KEYWORD FREQUENCY 
اإْلرهاب
اإْلرهابي
مقاتل
التشدد
المتطرف
الهجوم
اإْلسام
اإْلسامية
اإْلسامي
العنيف
العنف

3
3
3
3
3
3

3
3
3
3
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2

8
6
0
0
0
3
0
1
0
0
0

32
21
21
17
16
13
12
10
9
9
8
7
7
7
7
7
7
7
6
6

13
9
6
6
6
6
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
4
4

5
4
3
3
3
3
3
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
1
1
1
1

3
0
0
0

WORD FREQUENCY
الطائرة
األمن
الروسية
مصر
سيناء
المصرية
الوطني
الروسي
األمنية
المطارات
وزير
الجديدة
الداخلية
اللواء
داعش
رحات
سقوط
شارلي
أمنية
المصري
PHRASE FREQUENCY 
(TOP 20 2-WORD)
الطائرة الروسية
األمن الوطني
المطارات والموانئ
في المطارات
األمن في
رحلة
أمن
السلطات
تنظيم
حادث
سقطت
ضحايا
قيادات
سقوط الطائرة
قيادات األمن
إرهابية
التنظيم
PHRASE FREQUENCY 
(TOP 20 3-WORD)
في المطارات والموانئ
األمن في المطارات
قرر تعيين اللواء
قيادات األمن في
مطار شرم الشيخ
من عائلة ياسين
من قيادات األمن
أبو أسامة المصري
الرئيس عبد الفتاح
الطائرة الروسية المنكوبة
بقطاع األمن الوطني
تغيير قيادات األمن
حادث سقوط الطائرة
سقوط الطائرة الروسية
عائلة ياسين أيضا
عبد الفتاح السيسى
قطاع األمن الوطني
قيادات األمن الوطني
مع الجانب الروسي
هو أبو أسامة
أبرزها اغتيال المستشار
أبو أسامة األزهري
أثار الحادث والكشف
أجرى سامح شكري
KEYWORD FREQUENCY
اإْلرهاب
اإْلرهابي
مقاتل
التشدد

1-
M

ET
RO

JE
T 

 A
-A

LA
RA

BI
YA

B-
AL

 M
AS

RY
 A

L 
YO

UM

B-
AL

 M
AS

RY
 A

L 
YO

UM

2-
AL

 A
RI

SH
 A

TT
AC

K 
 A

-A
LA

RA
BI

YA



WWW.SAWABCENTER.ORG

Sawab Center is a think tank dedicated to combating terrorism and religious extremism. At Sawab, 
we believe in tackling extremism through a multi-faceted approach, by studying the underlying 

drivers and developing research-based strategies to counter it.

Our work focuses on a wide range of issues, from transnational terrorist groups to the spread of 
extremist thought. Our research lens includes the impact of socio-economic factors on extremism, 

and the psychological and cognitive factors that drive an individual towards radicalization.

http://www.sawabcenter.org

